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ESTABLISHMENT OF 
"THE ARCHIVES OF AMERICAN MATHEMATICS" 
By Albert C. Lewis, 
Humanities Research Center, Box 7219, Austin, TX 78712 
In January of this year the Mathematical Association of 
America and the Humanities Research Center of the University of 
Texas at Austin ratified an agreement designating the Center 
the official archival depository of the Association. It is 
hoped this will lead to a long overdue preservation effort on a 
national scale, not only by establishing a national archival 
center for history of mathematics, but also by encouraging 
mathematicians, mathematical institutions, and archivists to 
preserve papers and records at those local depositories qualified 
to care for them. Past and present officers of the Association, 
committee chairpersons, and editors of Association publications 
are requested to send information regarding their non-current 
files of records and correspondence to the Center. Also of 
interest would be related material such as informal photographs, 
recordings, and newspaper clippings. 
Personal archives relating to American mathematics thus far 
in the Center include those of R. L. Moore, H. S. Vandiver, 
H. J. Ettlinger, and W. T. Reid. (On the Moore and Vandiver 
collections see the notice in Historia Mathematics 2 [1975], 
272.) Other collections relating to mathematics are: the John 
Herschel papers (one of the major sources for information on 
Herschel's life, 1792-1871, and scientific environment) and the 
Albert Einstein papers (ca. 140 letters by Einstein and over 300 
pages of largely unpublished mathematical-physics manuscripts). 
Included in the papers of the writer Christopher D. Morley is 
some mathematical correspondence of his father, Prank Morley, who 
was President of the American Mathematical Society, 1919-20. 
The mathematical collections are complemented by other 
manuscript collections in history of science including the 
papers of the English physicist and Nobel Laureate 0. W. 
Richardson and the American geophysicist Maurice Ewing, and the 
archives of the Royal Meteorological Society (of Great Britain) 
and the Botanical Society of America. The Center also has 
approximately 25,000 books and journals and 24,000 offprints 
(or "reprints" as scientists call them) related to history of 
science, including most of the classics listed, for example, in 
H. D. Horblit's One Hundred Books Famous in Science [1964]. 
One of the special sub-collections is devoted to history of logic 
and has over 1,800 titles of early works. The latter is being 
developed by Professor I. Angelelli. There is also a large 
collection of works by C. L. Dodgson, principally made up of his 
literary works (including Warren Weaver's library of editions 
and translations of the Alice books) and photographs, but also 
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including manuscripts and books on symbolic logic. There are 
illustrated exhibit catalogues on sale by the Humanities 
Research Center relating to Kepler, Newton, and Herschel. 
Enquiries regarding the acquisition and development of 
collections in history of mathematics at the Humanities Research 
Center are invited and may be addressed to the Curator for 
History of Science Collections, Dr. Albert C. Lewis, Humanities 
Research Center, Box 7219, Austin, Texas 78712. 
Enquiries or information regarding mathematical collections 
at other depositories may be addressed to Dr. Uta Merzbach, 
Curator for Mathematics, National Museum of History and Technology, 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. 20560. Dr. Merzbach 
is Chairwoman of the Conference Board of the Mathematical 
Sciences Advisory Committee on History (see the notice in 
Historia Mathematics 2 [1975], 72-73) and the Committee is 
gathering data for a national listing of archival sources in 
history of mathematics. 
JULIUS PLiiCKERS BRIEFSAMMLUNG 
Das Kanadische Institut fur Wissentschaftliche und Technische 
Information (Canadian Institute for Scientific and Technical 
Information) besitzt eine Sammlung von etwa 300 Briefen des 
deutschen Gelehrten Julius Plffcker (1801-1868). Die Briefen 
sind in Deutsch, Franzbsisch oder in Englisch abgefasst. Ungefahr 
ein Drittel dieser Briefe schrieb Plucker an seine Frau wahrend 
seiner wissentschaftlichen Reisen nach England, Frankreich und 
Italien. Die anderen Briefe sind meistens von Physikern und 
Mathematikern der Jahre 1830 bis 1868. Nghere Auskunft ist 
erhgltlich von Professor V. Linis, Department of Mathematics, 
University of Ottawa, Canada KlN 9B5. 
COLLECTION OF JULIUS PLijCKER'S LETTERS 
The Canadian Institute for Scientific and Technical Informa- 
tion has a collection of approximately 300 letters of the 
German scientist Julius Plucker (1801-1868). The letters are 
in German, French and in English. About a third of these letters 
are from Plltcker to his wife written during his scientific 
travels in England, France and Italy. The others are mostly 
from physicists and mathematicians of the period 1830 to 1868. 
More detailed information can be obtained from Professor V. 
Linis, Department of Mathematics, University of Ottawa, Canada 
KlN 9B5. 
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